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We thank God for the safe arrival of little 
Mika. Both Joanne and Mika have re-
turned to Gawa last week and both are 
doing fine. Mika 
is a little brother 
for students 
Gapala, Lorru 
and Lachlan. 
Congratulations! 
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We are truly blessed, continually amazed and hugely thankful for each other, our school, our community, our friends 
at TSNT, the wider NTCSA family and other dedicated supporters from around Australia. We know that our school 
is strengthened by your prayers and our dedicated team in Gawa want to share the highlights with you this month. 
The children are working hard, our staff are energized and committed, many projects are underway including the 
new library and garden projects and the WONDERFUL wind turbine is now up! We thank God for His greatness! 
    

Lara Hvala �± Principal G.C.S 

Assistant of the Year  

Congratulations to Basma Ga-
malarritj for receiving the 
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Territory Independent Schools. 
This award recognizes her valu-
able contribution to our school, 
the kids lives and indigenous 
education on Elcho. Basma was 
very excited to receive this 
award in person at Parliament 
House in Darwin this week. Well done! 

By Lynne Samson 
My time here at Gawa has been a unique opportunity for learning- about 
Yolngu ways, about the land and the sea, the people of Elcho, and espe-
cially, the children. It has also been a time of building professional partner-
ships- with Ben, Lara, Basma and Joanne, and also with Sal.  
My work in the project  included working with small groups , targeting the 
work to their reading and writing levels. This meant working with several 
groups from both classes- exploring stories for close study and building 
literacy skills around texts. Six weeks of third term included intensive half 
hour one on one reading sessions aimed at boosting reading skills. It has 
been encouraging to see the enthusiasm and interest in reading. Students 
have been especially responsive to the drama strategies, games and role 

plays that have been part of my work. They are enjoying the dress up boxes, taking on 
new characters and taking more risks speaking in character. 
I would like to commend Lara and Ben for their commitment and professionalism as 
well as their openness to new ideas; and to thank them, for this special opportunity. 
Thanks to Basma whose work in the classroom is so vital; to Joanne for her work in the 
school ; to Daphne whose support of children at Gawa has been amazing. And also to 
Sal for the role she plays in helping students discover their artistic talents. 
My professional practice has been enhanced by my time at Gawa as has my personal 
life journey. You cannot come to a place like Gawa and not be changed in some way. 
Thanks to the kids, to everyone in the community here at Gawa, and to those from 

�%�D�Q�¶�W�K�X�O�D���D�Q�G���1�D\ inyburra-  Banthay, Dungal, Glenda, Heather, Maratja and others; as 

well as Colin and Gotha.  

Lynne, Basma and Cordelia 

Some of the students performing  
traditional dance for our visitors 

We had another visit this month from the Coral Princess Cruise ship. Thirty-five visitors 
came to visit our community for a few hours. Some of our kids performed dances to wel-
come them; to the tunes of Northwind and Painter of the Sky. The visitors also had the 
chance to be welcomed by Glenda and Dungal as elders from Ban'thula and Na\ inyburra, 
tour the school and browse and purchase some of the kids amazing art work. Many thanks 
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Gawutjurrwuy and Mary with the Kinder kids 

Kinder kids love cooking! Here we are 
baking a banana and chocolate 
cake..mmmm! Luckily, the dentists came 
to visit us this week. They showed us 

how to look 
after our 
teeth. We 
brush them 
so they will 
stay strong 
and healthy. 

 

Mary Hvala 


